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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-7 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sugita 
et al (EP 0924558) in view of Nozaki et al (Pub.: No.: US 20020057457) 

Regarding claim 1 and 14 Sugita et al disclose: A device for writing image information 
(note Fig.1, column 13 paragraph 0048 lines 57-58) that is assigned to several images 
(B1-B13) (note column 18 lines 4-8 where assigned images are Al, A2, ..) onto 
recording material (note column 18 lines 11-12 the photosensitive material) said device 
comprising in combination: (a) marking means (Fig.2 item 21, column 11 lines 18-1 9) for 
marking the recording material with marks (M1-M14) (note column 18 lines 1-4 where 
the mark are represented by the 22a, 22b,...) that are assigned to the several images 
(B1-B13) (note column 18 lines 4-6) (b) an output unit for outputting image information 
onto the recording material (note column 1 1 lines 20-23). However Sugita et al does not 
quite disclose: (c) a first transport means for transporting the recording material in the 
marking means; and (d) a second transport means for transporting the recording 
material in the output unit; said first transport means and the second transport means 
being operative such that the transport direction (T4, R4) of the recording material in the 



Application/Control Number: 09/910,177 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2626 

output unit is set independently of the transport (T3) of the recording material in the 
marking means. On the other hand Nozaki et al discloses: 

(c) a first transport means for transporting the recording material in the marking means 
(note Fig.1 item 81 the roller of transporting the paper 3 form the marking, masking and 
exposure unit, paragraph 0059 page 4 and 5) and (d) a second transport means for 
transporting the recording material in the output unit (note Fig.1 item 82 for transporting 
the paper 3 through the printer 31 and ultimately to the developing station 50, Fig.1, 
paragraph 0059 page 5 lines 1-4) said first transport means and the second transport 
means being operative such that the transport direction (T4, R4) of the recording 
material in the output unit is set independently of the transport (T3) of the recording 
material in the marking means (note Fig.1 , paragraph 0059, page 5 lines 4-1 1 where the 
movements of transport rollers 81 and 82 and positioning of linearly or upstream or 
downstream is done independently of each other). Therefore it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in art at the time of the invention to modify Sugita et 
al's invention according to the teaching of Nozaki et al, where Nozaki et al in the same 
filed of endeavor teach the way the transport rollers are configured to work indolently of 
each other for the purpose of optimizing the transportation speed. 

Regarding claim 2 Nozaki et al disclose: Device as set forth in claim 1 , further 
comprising a control device connected to the first and the second transport means, for 
providing control signals to said first and second transport means (note column 0060 

where the controller 100 is acting on rollers through item 84). 
Regarding claim 3 Nozaki et al disclose: Device as set forth in claim 2, wherein said 
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control device separately controls the first and the second transport means (note page 4 

and 5 paragraph 0059). 
Regarding claim 4 Sugita et al disclose: Device as set forth in claim 1 , further 
comprising a receiving means for receiving image data with the image information of the 
several images (B1-B13) (note column 17 lines 55-58 and column 18 lines 1-15). 
Regarding claim 5 Sugita et al disclose: Device as set forth in claim 2, wherein the 
control device is connected with the output unit for providing control signals thereto 
(note column 20 lines 55-58 and column 21 lines 1-10). 

Regarding claim 6 Sugita et al disclose: Device as set forth in claim 4, wherein the first 
transport means is operative such that stopping of the transport of the recording 
material in the marking means is carried out in dependence upon the non-reception of 
the image data of one of the several images (B1-B13) (note column 18 lines 57-58 and 
column 19 lines 1-11). 

Regarding claim 7 Sugita et al disclose: Device as set forth in claim 6, wherein the first 
transport means is operative such that, after stopping the transport, a continuation of 
the transport of the recording material in the marking means is initiated in dependence 
upon the reception of a complete image information of that image (B13) whose image 
data has not been received before (note column 13 lines 45-55). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 8-13 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. Limitation of first transport means is designed such that a stopping of the 
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transport of the recording material in the marking means is carried out in dependence upon a 
non-reception of format information concerning the length (LI 3), viewed in the transport 
direction (T4, T3) of the recording material, of an image (B13) to be written to the recording 
material would be a novelty in this claim. 
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